
Q1. 

Which sentence contains a relative clause? 
  

  Tick one. 

The boy who I met at the park is in my 
class.  

The team is going to play a match 
tomorrow.  

Sue said that she wanted to learn to play 
the drums.  

Whenever they have time, they like to go 
cycling.  

1 mark 

Q2. 

Label each of the clauses in the sentence below as either main (M) or 
subordinate (S). 

When the bell rang, we dashed into the playground and 

 

we started a game of football. 

 
1 mark 

Q3. 

Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined clause is a 
main clause or a subordinate clause. 

  

Sentence 
Main 

clause 
Subordinate 

clause 

The school, which has three playing 
fields, opened in 1967. 

    



Although I had cycled to school, I 
still had the energy for my lessons. 

    

We will be proud if we try our best.     

1 mark 

Q4. 

Underline the relative clause in the sentence below. 

The  old  house  that  is  next  to  our  school  is  for  sale. 
1 mark 

Q5. 

Tick the option that shows how the underlined words are used in the 
sentence. 

My baby brother was born in the hospital where my father works. 
  

  Tick one. 

as a preposition phrase 
 

as a relative clause 
 

as a main clause 
 

as a noun phrase 
 

1 mark 

Q6. 

Tick one box to show which part of the sentence is a relative clause. 

The table which is made of oak is now black with age. 

  

                                                                   

1 mark 

Q7. 

Tick one box in each row to show if the underlined clause is a main 



clause or a subordinate clause. 
  

Sentence 
Main 

clause 
Subordinate 

clause 

Billie, who was nine years old, 
loved to play tennis. 

    

Billie’s mum bought her a tennis 
racket so that she could play 
more often. 

    

Billie could not play tennis with 
her friend Lana because Lana 
did not have a racket. 

    

1 mark 

Q8. 

Rewrite the sentence below, adding a subordinate clause. 
Remember to punctuate your answer correctly. 

The children played on the swings. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

1 mark 

Q9. 

Write out the words from the boxes below to make one sentence. 

You can use the boxes in any order. 

Remember to punctuate your answer correctly. 
  

went to Spain   who is in my class 

      

over the summer   Ben Green 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

1 mark 

Q10. 



Which sentence starts with a subordinate clause? 
  

  Tick one. 

Elena, who was good at science, wanted 
to be a vet.  

Even though it was difficult, she was 
determined to succeed.  

Elena loved all kinds of animals, 
especially horses.  

She wanted a dog because she enjoyed 
caring for animals.  

1 mark 

Q11. 

Label the parts of the sentence below as either a phrase (P) or a 
clause (C). 

Despite the bad weather, the man headed out into the woods, 

  

                                                                                   

leaving his cottage behind. 

  

                           

1 mark 

Q12. 

For each sentence, put a tick to show whether the main clause or 
subordinate clause is underlined. 

  

Sentence 
Main 

clause 
Subordinate 

clause 

I have violin lessons, although I have 
not been playing for very long. 

    

If you want to improve, you must 
practise a lot. 

    

I practise every weekend, even when 
it’s in the school holidays. 

    



1 mark 

Q13. 

Underline the subordinate clause in each sentence below. 

One has been done for you. 

Lucy enjoyed playing football, especially when James asked her to 

take part. 

When she was standing next to her brother, Anita looked very tall. 

Even though he had little patience, Robert enjoyed chess. 

Sue’s skills were good although she had not been playing for long. 

They finished the walk, which seemed never-ending. 
2 marks 

Q14. 

This sentence is made up of two clauses, a main clause (MC) and a 
subordinate clause (SC). 

  

Add a subordinate clause to the sentence below. 

  



  

1 mark 

Q15. 

Rewrite the sentence below, adding a subordinate clause to make it 
a complex sentence, remembering to use the correct punctuation. 

The puppy started to bark. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

1 mark 


