
Reception FS 2 Long Term Overview 
                        

Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes/ 
interests/ lines 
of possible 
enquiry 
 
See Reception 
English 
Overview for 
the associated 
reading lists 

ALL ABOUT ME & 
AUTUMN 
All about me – 
photos & birthday 
celebrations  
Family  
Growing up and 
generations  
Autumn 
Rosie’s Walk, The 
Little Red Hen 
Harvest 
 
 

TRADITIONAL TALES 
& CELEBRATIONS 
Poinsettia Day  12th  
Dec 
St Andrew’s Day – 
Scottish Dancing  
Bonfire night 
Christmas 
Christmas around 
the world  
Remembrance Day 
 

AROUND THE 
WORLD  
Chinese New Year – 
Dragon dance 
Lent  
Buddhist New Year  

WE LOVE TO READ & 
HOLIDAYS 
St David’s Day 
St Patrick’s Day – 
Irish music & dance 
Easter  
Mother’s Day 

GROWING & 
CHANGING 
Planting, gardening 
life cycles 
Local area 
St George’s Day  
Holidays past & 
present 
 

ANIMALS  
Father’s Day  
Different habitats 
Different animal 
groups 
 
 

Communication 
& Language 
(Listening & 
Attention, 
Understanding 
& Speaking) 

Ongoing throughout the year 
Learn new vocabulary  Use new vocabulary throughout the day  Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they 
sound  
Learn rhymes, poems and songs 
Use new vocabulary in different contexts & engage in story times  
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences 
Use talk to help work out problems organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen 
Develop social phrases 

Ask questions to 
find out more and to 
check they 
understand what 
has been said to 
them. 
 
Articulate their 
ideas and thoughts 

Participate in small 
groups, class and 1-
1 discussions, 
offering their own 
ideas, using recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 
 
Connect one idea or 
action to another 

Engage in non-
fiction books. 
Listen to and talk 
about selected non-
fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity 
with new 
knowledge and 
vocabulary. 
 

Engage in non-fiction 
books. 
 
Listen to and talk 
about selected non-
fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity with 
new knowledge and 
vocabulary. 
 

Listen to and talk 
about stories to 
build familiarity and 
understanding.  
 
Connect one idea or 
action to another 
using a range of 
connectives. 
 

Engage in non-fiction 
books. 
Listen to and talk 
about selected non-
fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity with 
new knowledge and 
vocabulary. 
 



in well-formed 
sentences. 
 
Describe events in 
detail 
Engage in non-
fiction books. 
 
Retell the story, 
once they have 
developed a deep 
familiarity with the 
text. 
 
Listen to and talk 
about selected non-
fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity with 
new knowledge & 
vocab. 
 
Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of 
past, present and 
future tense and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with 
modelling and 
support from their 
teacher 
 

using a range of 
connectives. 
 
Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of 
past, present and 
future tense and 
making use of 
conjunctions, with 
modelling and 
support from their 
teacher. 
 
Listen to and talk 
about stories to 
build familiarity and 
understanding.  
 
Retell the story, 
once they have 
developed a deep 
familiarity with the 
text. 
 

Articulate their 
ideas and thoughts 
in well-formed 
sentences. 
 
Ask questions to 
find out more and 
to check they 
understand what 
has been said to 
them. 
 

Listen to and talk 
about stories to 
build familiarity and 
understanding. 
 
 
Connect one idea or 
action to another 
using a range of 
connectives. 
 
 

Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, 
present and future 
tense and making 
use of conjunctions, 
with modelling and 
support from their 
teacher. 
 

Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full sentences, 
including use of past, 
present and future 
tense and making 
use of conjunctions, 
with modelling and 
support from their 
teacher. 
 
Ask questions to find 
out more and to 
check they 
understand what has 
been said to them. 
 

Ongoing throughout the year 



Personal, Social 
& Emotional 
Development 

Ongoing throughout the year 
Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge 
Express feelings and consider the feelings of others 
Build constructive and respectful relationships 
Manage their own needs  
 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 
 
Identify and 
moderate their own 
feelings socially & 
emotionally. 
 
Think about the 
perspectives of 
others. 
 
Manage their own 
feelings  
 
Express their 
feelings and 
consider the feelings 
of others  
 
Build constructive 
and respectful 
relationships  
 
 
 

Express their 
feelings and 
consider the 
feelings of others. 
 
Think about the 
perspectives of 
others – 
 
See themselves as a 
valuable  
individual 
 
 

Managing their own 
needs 
 
Think about the 
perspectives of 
others 
 
 
Express their 
feelings and 
consider the 
feelings of others  
 
 

Express their feelings 
and consider the 
feelings of others. 
 
Identify and 
moderate their own 
feelings socially & 
emotionally. 
 

Express their 
feelings and consider 
the feelings of 
others. 
 
Think about the 
perspectives of 
others 
 
 
 

Express their 
feelings and consider 
the feelings of 
others. 
 
Identify and 
moderate their own 
feelings socially & 
emotionally. 
 

Physical 
Development 

Ongoing throughout the year 
Develop overall body strength, co-ordination, balance, and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical disciplines 
including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming 



Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely, and confidently, suggested tools: pencils for 
drawing & writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 
Use their core muscle strength to achieve good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 
Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility. 

Know & talk about 
the different factors 
that support their 
overall health & 
wellbeing – oral 
health and healthy 
lifestyles 
Revise and refine 
fundamental 
movement skills 
they have already 
acquired, rolling, 
crawling, walking 
jumping, running, 
hoping, skipping and 
climbing 
Develop the 
foundations of 
handwriting style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient  Confidently 
& safely use a range 
of large and small 
equipment  

Further develop a 
range of ball skills 
including throwing, 
catching, kicking. 
Passing, batting and 
aiming.  
 
Confidently & safely 
use a range of large 
and small apparatus 
indoors and 
outdoors, alone and 
in a group. 
 
Combine different 
movements with 
ease and fluency. 
 
Develop the 
foundations of 
handwriting style 
which is fast, 
accurate and 
efficient 

Develop confidence, 
competence, 
precision and 
accuracy when 
engaging in 
activities that 
involve a ball 
 
Confidently & safely 
use a range of large 
and small 
equipment 
 
Develop confidence, 
competence, 
precision and 
accuracy when 
engaging in 
activities that 
involve a ball. 

Progress to a more 
fluent style of 
moving, with 
developing grace 
and control. 
 
Combine different 
movements with 
ease and fluency. 
 
Further develop a 
range of ball skills 
including throwing, 
catching, kicking. 
Passing, batting and 
aiming.  
Confidently & safely 
use a range of large 
and small apparatus 
indoors and 
outdoors, alone and 
in a group. 
 

Develop confidence, 
competence, 
precision and 
accuracy when 
engaging in activities 
that involve a ball. 
 
Further develop a 
range of ball skills 
including throwing, 
catching, kicking. 
Passing, batting and 
aiming.  
 
Confidently & safely 
use a range of large 
and small apparatus 
indoors and 
outdoors, alone and 
in a group. 
 

Revise and refine 
fundamental 
movement skills 
they have already 
acquired, rolling, 
crawling, walking 
jumping, running, 
hoping, skipping and 
climbing 
 
 
Combine different 
movements with 
ease and fluency. 
 
Further develop a 
range of ball skills 
including throwing, 
catching, kicking. 
Passing, batting and 
aiming.  
 

Literacy 
Comprehension, 
word reading & 
writing  

Ongoing throughout the year 
Re-read these books to builds up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment 
Develop their sight vocabulary for exception words – Tricky words 

Read individual 
letters by saying the 

Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short 

Read a few common 
exception words 
matched to the 

Read simple phrases 
and sentences made 
up of words with 

Re-read what they 
have written to 

Re-read what they 
have written to 



sounds that they 
make. 
Say a sound for each 
letter in the 
alphabet. 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
what has been read 
to them by reading 
stories and 
narratives using 
their own words and 
recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
Use & understand 
recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
and during role play.  
 
 
 
 

words made up of 
known letter-sound 
correspondence.  
Say a sound for each 
letter in the 
alphabet. 
Read words 
consistent with their 
phonic knowledge. 
Read a few common 
exception words 
matched to the 
school’s phonic 
programme. 
 
Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
what has been read 
to them by reading 
stories and 
narratives using 
their own words 
and recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 
Anticipate, where 
appropriate, key 
events in stories. 
Form lower-case 
and capital letters 
correctly. 
Is able to spell 
words by identifying 
the sounds and then 

school’s phonic 
programme. 
 
Read simple phrases 
and sentences made 
up of words with 
known letter-sound 
correspondence 
and, where 
necessary, a few 
exception words. 
 
Form lower-case 
and capital letters 
correctly. 

known letter-sound 
correspondence and, 
where necessary, a 
few exception 
words. 
 
Form lower-case and 
capital letters 
correctly. 

check that it makes 
sense. 
 
Write short 
sentences with 
words with known 
sound-letter 
correspondence 
using a capital letter 
and full stop. 
Spell words by 
identifying the 
sounds and then 
writing the sound 
with letter/s 

check that it makes 
sense. 
 
Write short 
sentences with 
words with known 
sound-letter 
correspondence 
using a capital letter 
and full stop. 
Spell words by 
identifying the 
sounds and then 
writing the sound 
with letter/s 



writing the sound 
with letter/s 
Write their names. 
 
 
 

Phonics Phase 1 & 2 
 
 

Phase 2 Phase 2& 3 Phase 3 Phase 3&4 Phase 4 

Mathematics  
White Rose Hub 
SOW 

Ongoing throughout the year 
Continue, copy and create repeating patterns 
Compare length, weight and capacity 
Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape within it e.g. 2 triangles = a square etc.. 
Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 

White rose Hub  
Count objects, 
actions & sounds 
Subitise 
 
 
 
 
 
Getting to know 
you 
Just like me  
 
 

White Rose Hub 
Subitise 
Compare numbers  
Unitise 
Explore the 
composition of 
numbers to 5 
 
 
 
It’s me 1,2,3 
Light & Dark 
Consolidation  
 

White Rose Hub 
Subitise 
Unitise 
Understand the one 
more one less 
relationship Explore 
the composition of 
numbers to 10 
 
Alive in 5! 
Growing 6,7, 8 
Building 9 & 10 

White Rose Hub 
Explore the 
composition of 
numbers to 10 
unitise 
 
 
 
 
 
Building 9 & 10 
Consolidation 

White Rose Hub 
Automatically recall 
number bonds to 10 
Explore the 
composition of 
numbers to 10 
unitise  
Count beyond 10 
 
 
To 20 and beyond 
First Then Now 

White Rose Hub 
Automatically recall 
number bonds to 10 
Explore the 
composition of 
numbers to 10 
unitise  
Count beyond 10 
 
 
Find my pattern 
On the Move 

Understanding 
the world 

Ongoing throughout the year 
Explore the natural world around them -  Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside  = Forest Schools throughout each season 

Talk about members 
of the immediate 
family and 
community 

Comment on images 
of familiar situations 
in the past – 
Christmas from the 
past 

Recognise that 
people have 
different beliefs and 
celebrate special 

Draw information 
from a simple map. 
 
Recognise that 
people have 

 
Recognise that 
people have 
different beliefs and 
celebrate special 

Explore the natural 
world around them. 
 



Name & describe 
people who are 
familiar to them 
Comment on images 
of familiar situations 
in the past – 
birthdays from the 
past – 
Remembrance Day  
 
Recognise that 
people have 
different beliefs and 
celebrate special 
times in different 
ways   
 

 
Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, 
including figures 
from the past – 
Father Christmas  
 
Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of our community. 
Church / Mosque 
 
Recognise that 
people have 
different beliefs and 
celebrate special 
times in different 
ways   
 

times in different 
ways   
 
Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to the 
one in which they 
live. 
  
Draw information 
from a simple map. 
 
Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of our community 

different beliefs and 
celebrate special 
times in different 
ways   
 
Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of our community 

times in different 
ways   
 
 
Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of our community 
 
Describe what they 
see, hear and feel 
whilst outside  
 
Explore the natural 
world around them. 
 

Describe what they 
see, hear and feel 
whilst outside 
 
Draw information 
from a simple map. 

Expressive Arts 
& Design 

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses – Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 
effects to express their ideas and feelings – return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to 
represent them. Develop storylines in their pretend play 
 

Explore, use and 
refine a variety of 
artistic effects to 
express their ideas 
and feelings. 
Listen attentively, 
move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their 

Explore, use and 
refine a variety of 
artistic effects to 
express their ideas 
and feelings. 
Sing in a group or on 
their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch 

Listen attentively, 
move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their 
feelings and 
responses Music & 
dance from around 
the world 
 

Create 
collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills  
 
Return to and build 
on previous learning, 
refining ideas and 
developing their 

Explore, use and 
refine a variety of 
artistic effects to 
express their ideas 
and feelings. 
 
Develop storylines in 
their pretend play 
 

Create 
collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills  
 
 
Return to and build 
on previous learning, 
refining ideas and 
developing their 



feelings and 
responses. 
Explore and engage 
in music making and 
dance, performing 
solo or in groups. 
Develop storylines in 
their pretend play 
 

and following the 
melody  
Explore and engage 
in music making and 
dance, performing 
solo or in groups. 
Develop storylines 
in their pretend play 
 

Create 
collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  
 
Develop storylines 
in their pretend play 
 

ability to represent 
them 
 
Develop storylines in 
their pretend play 
 

ability to represent 
them 
 
Develop storylines in 
their pretend play 
 

R.E. 
 

Harvest – 
Christianity  
 

Divali – Hinduism  
Christmas story – 
Christianity  
 
 

Buddist New Year 
Mahayana 
Shrove Tuesday / 
Ash Wednesday – 
lent  

Easter – Christianity  Eid - Islam  

JIGSAW see 
SOW 

Being Me in My 
World 
Playing with others 

Celebrating 
Difference 
Talking and Taking 
Turns 

Dreams & Goals 
Forming Friendships 

Relationships 
Solving Conflicts  

Healthy Me 
Asking Questions 

Changing Me 
Actions and 
Consequences 

 


