
Voyager 2 Questions
On 20th August 1977, Voyager 2 was launched into 
space. Alongside its twin, Voyager 1, it is one of two 
spacecraft that have reached interstellar space (the 
space between the stars). 

Voyager 2’s mission type was called a flyby  
as its purpose was to record data by  
travelling near the following planets:  
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.  
Originally, the aim was to simply collect  
data on the planets but NASA – National  
Aeronautics and Space Administration – has kept it 
going. The spacecraft finished collecting data on the 
planets by 25th August 1989 and entered interstellar 
space on 5th November 2018. 

Some of Voyager 2’s discoveries include five 
moons, four rings and a dark spot 
all belonging to Neptune and 
the 14th moon of Jupiter.

1.	 Find and copy one word which means the same 
as ‘objective’. 

								                 

2.	 On which date did Voyager 2 finish collecting 
data on the planets? Tick one. 

 

 

3.	 Why might someone choose to read this text? 

�  

�  

�  

4.	 Predict what you think will happen next in 
Voyager 2’s mission. 

�  

�  

�
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Answers
1.	 Find and copy one word which means the same as 

‘objective’. 
Accept either of the following: purpose; mission. 

2.	 On which date did Voyager 2 finish collecting data 
on the planets? Tick one. 

 

 

3.	 Why might someone choose to read this text? 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think someone 

might choose to read this text because they are 

interested in space. 

4.	 Predict what you think will happen next in  
Voyager 2’s mission. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Voyager  

2 will keep moving forward and eventually 

discover something completely new in space  

that no one knows about yet.
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as its purpose was to record data by  
travelling near the following planets:  
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.  
Originally, the aim was to simply collect  
data on the planets but NASA – National  
Aeronautics and Space Administration – has kept it 
going. The spacecraft finished collecting data on the 
planets by 25th August 1989 and entered interstellar 
space on 5th November 2018. 

Some of Voyager 2’s discoveries include five  
moons, four rings and a dark spot 
all belonging to Neptune and 
the 14th moon of Jupiter.
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